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ZOMBIES AT THE DOOR 
 

Claire Petherick 
 

 

Duration: 2’00”       Level: 1 
 

Program Notes: 
 

A knock on the door, a ring of the doorbell, a scream and the guttural call of the 

zombies for “Braaaains!”. This piece uses a creepy minor key, dynamic contrasts, an 

ominous bass line and percussive effects to build a scary picture of zombies coming 

for a visit. I don’t think they want a cup of tea! 

 

Zombies at the Door was written for the Villanova College Beginner Band, an 

ensemble of over 100 Grade 5 boys in Coorparoo, Brisbane.  

 

Rehearsal Notes:  
 

Before attempting the piece, especially with a very young group, ensure the players 

have been prepared with scaffolding related to dynamics, staccato playing, concert B 

natural, trills (for flute and oboe players) and fermatas. The more elements that can be 

reinforced prior to the piece being handed out, the more successful the first read 

through will be.  

 

Consider spending a few minutes of rehearsal asking your musicians for words they’d 

use to describe zombies with the aim to devise a narrative to go with the piece. Write 

some of these words above the various sections of the piece to help the players 

interpret the music and remind them of the moods they are trying to convey. You may 

ask your students to think about what the composer has done to create the spooky, 

creepy, scary feeling throughout the work to help them relate the moods to such 

things as dynamics and articulation, which are so important to telling the story.  

 

On the diamond-head note, students should use a throaty, growling voice to say 

“Braaaains” together. The woodblock part can be played as loud as the conductor 

deems appropriate to give a feeling of a zombie loudly knocking on the door. You 

might even experiment with a larger piece of wood to give a more authentic knocking 

sound. Ensure the glockenspiel player knows their part should depict a doorbell 

ringing and it is as important as the woodblock.  

 

About the Composer: 
 

Claire Petherick is a born and bred Queenslander based in Brisbane, where she is an 

instrumental music teacher and conductor. She earnt her qualifications in Music and 

Education from Queensland University of Technology, before completing a master’s 

degree in Conducting and Pedagogy from the Queensland Conservatorium. 

Claire enjoys working with wind bands of all levels and has been a guest lecturer and 

clinician at various Honour Programs and events throughout Queensland. She lives 

with her husband, two sons and two cats, and gets her best ideas in the shower. 

 
N.B. Please include the details of this work in the Performing Rights Return or send details of the performance to the publisher. 
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NOTICE TO CONDUCTORS AND PERFORMERS

The writers of this music depend on its sale to obtain some reward 

for hours of hard work.  Copying by any means is against the law and

inhibits the creation of material for your use - DO NOT PHOTOCOPY

© Copyright Brolga Music 2024

International Copyright Secured. All Rights Reserved.
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